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Mirror Group Newspapers
astonished by 4D’s simplicity

and user popularity

The Developer
Matrix Software, Manchester,

www.matrixsoftware.co.uk

The Client
Mirror Group Newspapers 

– one of Europe’s 
largest newspaper groups

4D Solution
• 4D Server

The Challenge

To reduce labour costs, improve reliability and hit production deadlines for
the publication of soccer results and statistics.

Mirror Group Newspapers (MGN) is one of Europe’s largest newspaper groups
with a daily readership of 14 million people. They own a number of regional
newspapers, each of which publish results of soccer matches and updated league
tables. Among the many other statistics published are scorers’ names, times of
goals and match attendances.

MGN’s need was for a centralised database to store these statistics and make them
available in many formats for a range of regional newspaper titles.

The Solution

A user-friendly 4D application, which reads and collates electronic information
and automatically generates final output.

The resulting system, running on a 4D Server with 10 clients, reads the information
directly from the TV Teletext pages. Data can be entered manually for those soccer
leagues not covered by Teletext. 

Teletext is a text based information service which transmits information directly
onto UK terrestrial TV sets. The information received is automatically put into 
database records. The 4D Server application exports data directly into QuarkXpress™

with styled tags, which are fully user customisable.

The Reward

Radically reduced productions costs, quick and reliable turnarounds and
the elimination of information errors.

The 4D Server application has completely eliminated the need to manually enter
and double-check huge amounts of statistical information.

Production times and costs have been radically reduced. The statistical data is
double-checked before release by the BBC – a trusted and highly respected source.

“When Matrix proposed reading the data into the database from Teletext, I didn’t
even realise that such a thing was possible” said an IT consultant at MGN.
“The flexibility and reliability of 4D has been nothing less than astonishing, and
the simplicity of the interface has proved to be very popular with the users.”

Yet another match winner for 4D!

“The f lexibility and

reliability of 4D has 

been nothing less than

astonishing.”

p u b l i s h i n g

4D in action
W H E N T H E  
S O L U T I O N
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Lead time of Sainsbury’s
special promotions slashed

from 3 weeks to 24 hours

The Developer
Matrix Software, Manchester,

www.matrixsoftware.co.uk

The Client
Sainsbury’s – the UK’s Premier

Supermarket Chain

4D Solution
• 4D Server

The Challenge
Urgent solution needed to eliminate the huge logistics of printing and
distributing Special Promotion Packages to its supermarkets.

J. Sainsbury is one of the world’s leading retailers and the UK’s premier supermarket
chain. Its 9 million annual customers shop in over 400 stores and a chain of DIY
and Garden Centres.

Sainsbury’s produce 30,000 individually designed Point Of Sale tickets and posters
each year to advertise its many sales promotions and price reductions.

Intense competition highlighted the urgent need for a software solution to
drastically reduce the expensive 3 week delay between conception of a promotion
to production of an in-store Point Of Sale display.

Comparisons between the many software solutions available made it obvious to
Sainbury’s that a 4D Server solution was by far the best answer.

The Solution

Sainsbury’s commissioned Matrix Software to produce a reliable, fast and
low maintenance application powered by 4D Server.

The resulting application runs on a 4D Server with 70 clients. After receiving the
necessary information from the company’s mainframe computers, 4D automatically
styles the data, using user-defined styles, into Quark Express documents.

At this point 4D instructs the DTP software to convert the documents to
postscript files which are collated by the 4D system and transmitted overnight to
each of the company’s stores.

Next morning the in-store staff are immediately able to print the various posters
and shelf-edge tickets for instant display.

The Reward

A combination of drastically reduced costs and a previously unobtainable
flexibility in promotion and pricing policies.

“Our business operates in a notoriously competitive market so the flexibility which
the 4D system gives us has proved invaluable” says Sainsbury’s Stuart Burgoyne. 
“I was impressed with how quickly Matrix managed to produce a system that
met all our requirements, but I have found the reliability of the 4D system and
the lack of maintenance required to be the most astonishing thing.”

We’re sure that the thousands of 4D users world-wide will agree with him.

p u b l i s h i n g

4D in action
W H E N T H E  
S O L U T I O N
M A T T E R S

4D Server’s renowned

flexibility generates new

promotions at each of the

supermarket giant’s 400 

plus stores – overnight!




